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Write a Play

Begin this project by reading «“Mjss Louisa and the Outlaws”’
on pages 324-335 of Explorations. »

These books will help you as you do this project:

Putting on 3 Play: A Guide to Writing and Producing Neighbd;‘hood Drama

by Susan and Stephen Judy (Scribner, 1982).

The Theatex Student: You Can Write a Play by Milton E. Polsky (Rosen Group;

1983).

The Young Writer’s Handbook by Gusan and Stephen Tchudi (

In order to write 3 play, you will need:
Paper
Pens or Pencils
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Write a Play

@ Frances B. Watts, the author of “Miss Louisa and the Qutlaws,”’
created interesting characters and exating events. She could have used
them to write a story, but she chose to write a play. ,

Have you ever written a play? Did you know that there are
guidelines that a playwright, such as Frances B. Watts, uses in writing
a play? You can use these same guidelines to become a playwright
yourself.

- Here is a diagram that shows how the action of a play rises and
falls. Study this diagram for a few minutes to become familiar with it
and with the labels. Refer to the parts of the diagram as you read the

rest of the project.

HIGH DIAGRAM OF PLAY
4
Emotional _ : _
Involvement Plot Line
of the’
Audience ' 3
3 5

~/ \

3 Scenesof . 5 The Resolution
Rising Action

1 /
LOW

1 The Introductory
Scene

=

2 The Introduction 4 The Climax
of the Problem

You can see that the audience becomes more involved with the
story as the plot line moves higher. The audience is most involved

during the climax.

1989 Houghton Mifflin Company. All rights resenved.

©

Understanding the Five Parts of a Play

4 A complete play should contain at Jeast five parts. The scene or
‘s scenes that make up each part don’t have to be long, but each scene

must serve a purpose.

Explorations, Challenge Projects 3



Part 1: The Introductory Scene
The introductory scene does just what its name indicates — it
introduces the play. In the introductory scene, the audience or reader

meets the characters and learns something about where and when the

play takes place.

EXAMPLE: In the play “Miss Louisa and the Outlaws,”
the introductory scene takes place on page 326 and the top
of page 327. On those pages, you learn the following facts:

WHERE the play rakes placé — in a school
WHO some of the characters are — Miss Louisa and

several students
WHEN the play takes place — ““Many years 3go, around

the turn of the century,’ according to the narrator.

In writing your own play, you might want to use a narrator to
explain details to the audience.

Keep in mind rhat interesting characters and settings will make
your play more enjoyable to an audicnce. You may choose a setting

and characters that are fanuliar to you. 1f you choose an unfamiliar

setting and characters ou will want to do some back round reading -
g s Y

or research.

Part 2: The Introduction of the Problem :

Every play contains a problem situation that the main character
must face. In the scene that introduces the problem, the problem
situation is presentcd to the audience. The rest of the play will focus
on attempts.to solve the prob]em and on what eventually happens.

Iy

EXAMPLE: Can you guess where the problem 1s
introduced in ‘“Miss Louisa and the Outlaws?’’ That’s right.
The problcm is introduced on page 327 when two more
characters, the outlaws, Benny and Dead-Eye Dan, enter the
school. Miss Louisa and the students will spend the rest of
the play trying to outwit the outlaws.
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You can introduce any problem in your play. It can be something
personal, like the problem of dealing with big brothers, or something
more general, like the problems of a town that is growing rapidly.
Remember that your mam character will have to deal with whatever

problem you choose.
Here'are some questions that may help you create a good

problem for your play:

e Will this problem be interesting to the type of audience my play
will have?

* Is this problem difficult enough to keep the audience wondering
how it will be solved or whether it will be solved?

¢ Will the main character be able to find a clever and interesting
solution to this problem?

Just as you could choose either familiar or unfamiliar settings and
characters, you can choose a problem that is familiar to you or a
problem with which you have not had experience. If you choose a
topic that is new to you, you can do background reading and
rescarch to get information about it.

Pnrt 3: Scenes of Rising Action

Each scene of nsing action is an attempt to solve the main
problem of the play. Some scenes of nsing action may fail to solve
the problem or may even make it worse! Other scenes of rising action
may solve part, but not all, of the problem.

EXAMPLE: In “Miss Louisa and the Outlaws,” part of
the problem is solved in the scene on page 331, when Miss
Louisa sends Benny, William, and Caroline out to lower the
flag—. Another scene of rising action occurs during the speﬂing
bee. Miss Louisa uses the spelling bee to stall Benny and
Dead-Eye Dan until they miss the train and the sheriff can

arrve.

A play may contain one scene of rising action or several. The
scenes may be long or short, but each one is an attempt to solve the
problem.

Scenes of rising action should reflect your main character. If he or
she is clever, like Miss Louisa, then each scene of rising action will
probably be a strong step toward solving the problem. If your main
character 1s weak or not very clever, your scenes of rising action may
fail to solve the problem. In the end, however, the main character

usually wins.
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Part 4: The Climax

The climax is the most exciting part of the play. If your play has
“‘good guys’” and ““bad guys,” they will have a showdown at the
climax of the play. At this time, the audience finds out whether the
main character will succeed in solving the problem. Most of the time,

the main character WInSs.

EXAMPLE: In “Miss Louisa and the Outlaws,” the
climax occurs at the bottom of page 332 and the top of page
333 when Benny and Dead-Eye hear the train whistle and
realize that Miss Louisa has tricked them. Before they can do
anything to her, the Sheriff enters and captures the two

outlaws.
The author meant this scene to be the most exciting in

the play. Did you think it was?

During the climax, someone has to win and someone has to lose.
Playwrights often have the main character win, or succeed in solving
the problem, s0 that the audience will feel good about the play and
satisfied with the outcome. Sometimes a playwright prefers to have
the bad guys win or to have the main character fail. A playwright
who does so must understand that the audience may be disturbed

and feel uncomfortable after the play is over.

Part 5: The Resolution _
After the climax, the main action of the play is over. You may still

have a few loose ends to tie up, however, and this is the purpose of

the resolution scene.

EXAMPLE: In “Miss Louisa and the Outlaws,’ we
want to know what will happen to the outlaws, Miss Louisa,
and the students. The playwright uses the resolution scene to
tell us that the outlaws will go to jail, Miss Louisa will get a
reward, and the students will get to go home early.
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The resolution scene should be short. Remember, the audience
knows the play is nearly over, and some people may lose interest very

quickly following the climax scene. .
If you want to teach a lesson or have a moral, one of the

\@.g)’ characters can state it during the resolution scene. For example, at the
end of %'Miss Louisa and the Outlaws,”” William says that courage is
acting bravely when you are most afraid.

Using Your Playwriting Skills
How can you use your new playwriting skills? Here are four

suggestions. You may choose to do just one of them, or you may do
more than one. If you like, try all four — the decision is yours!

® Using the diagram on page 3, write a brief outline of a play. Be
as creative as you like. Develop interesting characters and settings.
Your final outline might consist of five paragraphs, one for each
part of the play.

° Choose one type of scene. If you have already made an outline,
you may use one of those scenes. Write out the scene completely.

*  Wrte a complete play. Include all the elements of a play that are
described in the project.

* If you have written either a scene or a play, ask your teacher if
you can stage it. You do not need costumes, make-up, or scénery.
Instead, focus on developing interesting characters and plot. '

) Have fun!
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