




         

        Snoqualmie Elementary

August 28, 2012
Dear Families,

Welcome to another school year!  My name is Shannon Roubicek (pronounced Robe-ĭ-check) and I am thrilled to be your child’s new teacher this year.  Originally from Castle Rock, Washington, I graduated from the University of Montana where I competed in the heptathlon for five years on the track team.  Before moving back to Washington, I taught sixth grade for one year and fourth grade for two in Missoula, MT.  With three years of experience in fourth grade at SES and earning my National Board Certificate in 2011, I have the ambition and current strategies to help each student strive for their most successful year ever!

Food/Drinks: Students are allowed to bring healthy snacks as long as they aren’t messy or distracting.  Snacks with sugar in the first 3 ingredients will not be allowed and saved for lunch.  Our “snack break” will be at 10:05.  We have water coolers in the portables!  If possible, please send a “spill-proof” water bottle without caps that screw on and off.
Community: My ultimate goal is to create a community of learners who feel comfortable using their education in the real world.  I will survey student interests immediately in an effort to tailor the school curriculum to meet the needs of our class.  Students will work in groups often to build communication skills and increase knowledge retention.  In addition, we will focus on building responsibility and confidence this year. 

Organization: SES and the PTSA will provide a Daily Planner and blue Cougar Folder to help your child keep track of homework.  Please take a few minutes each night to review the planner and assignments in your child’s homework folder.  If you have any confusion about assignments, my weekly lesson plans are posted for you to see on my school website: www.mrsroubicek.weebly.com  You can also find weekly spelling words, useful links, and check out what our class is up to on our blog. Feel free to communicate messages to me in the planner when you sign it each night and if you have any questions about your child’s behavior grade (see Rockin’ Behavior Clipchart explanation in your packet).  

Grades: In general, I will use the following grading scale when appropriate but also take a variety of informal assessments to understand your child’s progress.
4 = Above Grade Level (> 100%)     3 = At Grade Level (100-75%)
2 = Below Grade Level (74-50%)       1 = Need Improvement (49-0%)
[image: image1.png]



Homework: Although I allow time in class to work on assignments, most students will have roughly 45 minutes of homework each night.  Five minutes of the time will be used to practice math facts to help recall accurately and quickly.  Twenty minutes will consist of paper-and-pencil type assignments for math and/or other subjects.  The other twenty minutes of the time will be used for reading, though your child is welcome to go longer if desired.  Reading can be silent or aloud to a family member.  
I have HIGH expectations for my students both academically and behaviorally.  If students need additional help, I am eager to offer assistance during recess or thirty minutes before school starts.  I offer Extended Homework and Enrichment Packets for those students interested in ongoing projects that go beyond the general curriculum.  I am dedicated to helping all students succeed and will do everything in my power to make it happen.  
Late Policy: My late policy for the year is used to prepare students for responsibility.  
Students will have 3 chances each trimester for an assignment to be accepted one day late.  Two days late, credit goes down to 50% of earned points and 0% after three days.  If a student is absent, he/she will have as many days absent to make up the work.
Team: Education not only occurs in the classroom; parental involvement is key to your child’s success!  I eagerly look forward to working together as a team to provide the greatest education possible for your child.  Throughout the year, please do not hesitate to contact me about any questions or concerns you may have.  We can arrange time before or after school to meet if needed.  While email is the fastest way to reach me: roubiceks@svsd.410.org, you can also contact me by leaving a message on my phone at (425) 831-8429.  I look forward to meeting you in the near future and guiding your child to a successful year!!!
Sincerely,


Shannon Roubicek
