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 October Curriculum Update for Mrs. Roubicek’s 4th Grade Class [image: image2.png]o
(4

‘\




Writing In September we learned about effective strategies for topic and conclusion sentences.  Students also learned how to use RDFs (Reasons, Details, Facts) and supporting them with Es (Evidence, Examples, Explanations).  This month we will focus on writing a variety of short expository pieces and work towards a research project with multiple paragraphs. 
Reading We finished Comprehension Toolkit #1, Monitor Comprehension.  For October, we will focus on practicing our reading skills with Number the Stars.  We are also starting the second Toolkit strategy cluster called Activate and Connect.  Students will learn skills to use when reading nonfiction text.  The skills I will assess include: 
* Understands the purpose of text and visual features
* Uses features to gain information

* Merges thinking with new information and reacts to it (I never knew, I wonder, etc.)

* Connects background knowledge to learn new information

* Revises or changes thinking based on new information or evidence
Biography Book Report due Monday, October 29th.  Students will read their book and complete a book report form.  The activity for the month is a presidential poster. 
Spelling Students are now using a blue, yellow, green, or pink list.  Special words are now focusing on building vocabulary.  Students are responsible for spelling the word correctly and writing a definition for each special word.  Homework alternates between spelling sentences and packets every Tuesday, which are due on Friday.  Pretests are Monday, followed by a final test on Friday.  Students need three 100% scores to move up.
Math (T = Topic) In September, we tested on T1: Numeration and tested yesterday on T2: Adding and Subtracting Whole Numbers.  In October we plan to cover… T3: Multiplication Meanings and Facts ~ T4: Division Meanings and Facts ~ T5: Multiplying by 1-Digit Numbers     
*Please remember to use IXL at least 25 minutes a week for practicing skills.  I will start notifying parents and students if they aren’t meeting the practice time next week.
½ Hour Power: This week we started an intervention/enrichment group to get ready for the Topic 2 test.  Next week, we will start T1 groups and retest in the next 2 weeks for anyone who scored lower than 80% 
Math Enrichment Packets (optional): Due Mondays for those who desire an extra push.
Science Students are continuing the Ecosystems unit with exploring the ecosystems of snails, brine shrimp, and crayfish.  Our class has an exciting opportunity to work with the local high school media group to create a virtual book about crayfish.  The students are very excited and I plan to test the second week of October.
Social Studies Our first topic is Map Skills.  I will send more information home this month about a project where they create their own country.  *Topic subject to change with election coming up.
Mrs. Roubicek’s October Review Packet due Friday, October 26th reviews skills acquired this month.  If students are actively using IXL for practice, I will make the review packets optional starting in November.  
Extended Homework (optional) Presidential Scavenger Hunt due 10/31.
Mind Twisters (optional) is due every 2 weeks to help students work on critical thinking skills.
Please check my website for detailed weekly plans, announcements, and other information: http://mrsroubicek.weebly.com   
If you have any questions or input to offer, please let me know.
Shannon Roubicek                              Email: roubiceks@svsd410.org   Phone: (425) 831-8429
