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January Curriculum Update for Mrs. Roubicek’s 4th Grade Class

Writing: I plan to review the expository format and six writing traits.  Next week we will start a district-wide Expository writing prompt.  Later in the month we will begin Narrative writing, which is writing to tell a story.  In Grammar, students completed the Apostrophes unit and will begin learning about Quotations next week.
Reading: We are starting the third Toolkit strategy cluster called Ask Questions.  Students will learn skills to use when reading nonfiction text.  The skills I will assess include: 
* Stops to ask questions to wonder about the information and better understand it
* Recognizes that not all questions are answered in the text
* Asks questions to clarify meaning or confusion
* Reads with a question(s) in mind and uses a variety of strategies to try to answer it
* Poses lingering questions about the information and big ideas to expand thinking
We will also begin a weekly focus on reading skills such as Cause and Effect and Prediction before February.  I will continue to assess their comprehension on nonfiction and fiction short stories.
Historical Fiction Book Report due Monday, February 4th.  I’m still working on the activity for the book report and will announce it soon on our website under the “Projects” tab.
Spelling: No Spelling this week or the short week of the 21st.  We are currently on Spelling Week #14.  I’m seeing huge improvements in students moving into the green and pink group.  Terrific dedication at home!!!
Math: We are starting Topic 9: Lines, Angles, and Shapes.  Later on we will cover Topic 10: Understanding Fractions, skip Topic 11, and then Topic 12: Understanding Decimals.
Website Link: www.pearsonsuccessnet.com
5 minutes each school day of required math practice: https://www.ixl.com/signin/svsd 

January Review Packet Optional if you are getting required math practice.  Please download from website (will be posted soon).
1/2 Hour Power: Students are working on math practice on iPads, enrichment packets, and Mind Twisters at their own pace while I meet with small intervention groups.
Enrichment Packets (optional): Due Mondays for those who desire an extra push in Math. 

Mind Twisters (optional): Due every other Monday to enhance critical thinking skills.
Social Studies: Students will learn about the Early Northwest Coast people this Trimester.
Science: Students will learn about the eight forms of energy: heat, light, sound, electrical, elastic, chemical, motion, and gravitational. Look for Science Fair information to go home in early February.  Students will come up with a scientific investigation to perform.
Extended Homework (optional): How Would You Spend $1,000,000? due Friday, February 1st  
Please check my website for detailed weekly plans, announcements, and other information at http://mrsroubicek.weebly.com Crayfish projects completed by the high school students are now posted on our class blog!!!  I will try to keep up with the “blogging” more often to share what our students are involved with.
If you have any questions or input to offer, please let me know.
Important Dates:
January 21st ~ No School

January 28th ~ Book Fair Family Night 6:00-8:00 PM and Spaghetti Feed 5:30-7:30
Take care,

Shannon Roubicek                              Email: roubiceks@svsd410.org   Phone: (425) 831-8429
