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February Curriculum Update for Mrs. Roubicek’s 4th Grade Class

Writing: Last week students wrote their first narrative story and focused on including sensory descriptions.  We will continue developing prewriting strategies for organizing a story with a hook, character development, setting, conflict, and resolution.  Students will also practice when to create a new paragraph and how to include dialogue into their stories.  In Grammar, students will complete the Quotations unit before mid-winter break and begin looking at common spelling errors.
Reading: We started Toolkit #4, Infer Meaning, at the end of January and will focus on this topic for the rest of the month.  Students will learn skills to use when reading nonfiction text.  The skills I will assess include: 

· Merge background knowledge with text clues to make an inference (BK+TC=I).

· Use the context to infer the meaning of unfamiliar words.

· Read with a question in mind.

· Use the facts to infer an answer to a specific question.

· Articulate understanding by sharing inferences, questions, and interpretations of a poem’s deeper meaning.

· Understand the purpose of subheads and titles.

· Understand the difference between plot and theme.

· Support themes with evidence from the text by looking at words, actions, events, ideas, and pictures in the text to infer themes.

We will also begin targeted MSP (state testing) practice to prepare students for how to best approach reading skill questions.  I will continue to assess their comprehension on nonfiction and fiction short stories.  The second RAI (Reading for Application and Instruction) test will take place this week.  I will send home results with the Trimester 2 report card based on fiction and nonfiction skills.
Realistic Fiction Book Report due Friday, March 4th.  Book report forms will be available online and in the classroom.  There are four different book project objects due March 18th. 
Reading Novel: Students will start a new novel near the end of the month called Riding Freedom.  They will learn six different book group jobs to use independently later in the year.  We will start with the Summarizer and Discussion Director roles.
Spelling: We are currently on Spelling Week #17.  I’m seeing increased motivation for students studying the vocabulary words.  You will find a place for students to write down their definitions on the back of their spelling lists.
Math: We are skipping Topic 11 and will start Topic 12: Understanding Decimals on Monday.  After mid-winter break we will cover Topic 13: Area and Perimeter.  Be sure to check out the “Math Help!” tab on our website for helpful videos and games to practice.
enVision Website Link: www.pearsonsuccessnet.com
5 minutes each school day of required math practice: https://www.ixl.com/signin/svsd 

February Review Packet Due Friday, March 1st  (required for everyone this month)
1/2 Hour Power: I will provide intervention for Topic 10: Understanding Fractions before offering a retake test to students who scored below 80%.  Students are working on IXL, creating iPad math videos, enrichment, and mind twisters while I meet with small intervention groups.
Enrichment Packets (optional): Due Mondays for those who desire an extra push in Math. 

Mind Twisters (optional): Due every other Monday to enhance critical thinking skills.
Social Studies: Students will continue learning about The Early Northwest Coast People by developing clans and becoming a character with a job, skills, personality, etc.  The last day before mid-winter break, the unit will culminate with a Potlatch for all 4th grade students. 
Science: Science Project information will go home this week!  Students will conduct a scientific investigation, present in class, and display at Art and Science Night in March.  After mid-winter break, we will begin the Electricity Unit.
Extended Homework (optional): Write a Play is due Wednesday, April 3rd    
Please check my website for detailed weekly plans, announcements, and other information at http://mrsroubicek.weebly.com  Look for new blog posts, pictures, and videos! By this weekend I will post videos from each of our students during the Nature Vision activity on Tuesday.
If you have any questions or input to offer, please let me know.
Important Dates:
Muffins for Dads: Friday, February 15 at 8:30 a.m.

Mid-Winter Break: February 18-22 ~ NO SCHOOL
Art and Science Night: Friday, March 22 from 6:30-8:00 p.m.
Take care,

Shannon Roubicek                              Email: roubiceks@svsd410.org   Phone: (425) 831-8429
