SES Mission Statement: “Working together to provide a safe, nurturing and engaging environment which inspires creativity, academic excellence and an enthusiasm for learning.”
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Mrs. Roubicek’s

Fourth Grade
Curriculum Night

* September 20, 2012 *
Welcome Parents!
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 Writing
Students will continue to develop their writing skills across the curriculum with a specific focus on 
narrative and expository writing.  Students are expected to use complete sentences in written work.  
I will not accept assignments until all missing capital letters and punctuation are fixed.

*Writing Process

Prewrite, Rough Draft, Revise, Edit, Publish

*Six Traits of Effective Writing

Ideas, Organization, Voice, Word Choice, Sentence Fluency, and Conventions

Writing Paragraphs using Step Up to Writing
* Strong introduction/conclusion paragraphs (color coded green)
* Supporting reasons, details, and facts (color coded yellow and referred to as RDF)

* Supporting examples and evidence (color coded red and referred to as E)
* Proofreading skills with color editing 

* Proper story elements

* Transition phrases
* Letter writing (we will try to have pen pals from Montana this year!)
The focus of our writing this year will be the writing process and using the 6 traits.  We will also be working on and practicing grammar (sentences, nouns, adjectives, adverbs, pronouns, verbs) and conventions (capitals, commas, quotations, periods and proofreading).  Your child will have practice writing multiple paragraphs with two main forms of writing: expository, which is writing to explain, and narrative, which is writing to tell a story. 
Expository




Narrative
-Introduction




-Hook and setting
-Body Paragraph(s)



-Beginning

-Conclusion




-Middle







-End
Examples:




Examples:
Hamburger Paragraph 


Finding yourself on a beach (practice with senses)
"How To" Reports 



Rewriting a portion of a class novel

Washington State Region Report 

Practice MSP Prompts (finding a rusty key/glowing shoes)
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Spelling 
Evan-Moor Curriculum
(new spelling lists go home every three weeks on Friday, Pre-Test Monday, Final Test Friday)
Spelling Homework

	Monday
	Tuesday
	Throughout the week...

	5 x’s each for missed words on pre-test Due Wednesday
	Alternating between Spelling Packets or Sentences for all list words Due Friday
	Study words at home as needed.


The goal of my fourth grade spelling program is for students to master words most frequently used in their daily writing, as well as learn basic spelling rules.  Spelling groups are flexible and based on a three to four week average of performance. Blue = 3rd grade list, Yellow = 4th grade list, Green = 5th grade list and, the highest list is Pink = 6th grade.  Students scoring at least three 100% in four weeks will move up to the next list.  With different levels, your child can succeed and be challenged based on their ability.  I encourage all students on blue to move up to yellow by the 2nd Trimester.
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 Reading
I teach reading skills using a variety of methods and tools:
* Comprehension Toolkit (6 units during the year focused on building active comprehension skills)
* Pegasus (Novel Studies) – Whole Class and Small Groups
* Book Reports (various genres and projects)
* Reading Minutes- recorded on calendar in Reading Log which requires a weekly parent signature.  Students should read at least 20 minutes per night or 100 minutes a week totaling 800 minutes a month with school.
*Silent Reading and Read Aloud

Reading Skills

· Fluency

· Increase vocabulary

· Ability to decode words

· Summarizing

· Fact and Opinion

· Compare and Contrast

· Making Connections

· Questioning

· Predicting 

· Inferring

· Synthesizing
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 Math 

Using the enVisionMATH program, I will cover the following topics in this sequence:
· Topic 1: Numeration (Place Value, Rounding, Counting Money)
· Topic 2: Adding and Subtracting Whole Numbers

· Topic 3: Multiplication Meanings and Facts 

· Topic 4: Division Meanings and Facts

· Topic 5: Multiplying by 1-Digit Numbers

· Topic 6: Patterns and Expressions

· Topic 7: Multiplying 2-Digit Numbers

· Topic 8: Factors and Prime/Composite Numbers

· Topic 10: Understanding Fractions

· Topic 11: Adding and Subtracting Fractions

· Topic 12: Understanding Decimals

· Topic 13: Operations with Decimals

· Topic 14: Area and Perimeter

· Topic 16: Measurement (standard/metric), Time, and Temperature

· Topic 17: Data and Graphs

· Topic 18: Equations (using variables)

· Topic 19: Transformations, Congruence, and Symmetry

· Topic 20: Probability
The enVision curriculum embodies a new approach based on research for how children learn mathematics.  Each lesson begins with students actively exploring major mathematical ideas.  Students also build a repertoire of ways to communicate about their mathematical thinking by learning how to verbalize and write explanations.  enVision is unique in that students/parents can now access all of the math online:  https://www.pearsonsuccessnet.com/snpapp/login/login.jsp  I also use videos and additional technology 
to integrate with our math curriculum.  I supplement these programs with computation practice and 
timed math tests (Fast Facts) to develop fluency in math facts.  Please be sure to practice math skills using IXL (see cardstock checklist) and/or math facts with XtraMath every night for at least 5 minutes.  Student homework books have a sticker with username and password to use for both enVision and IXL.
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Social Studies




Science/Health 
* Map Skills                           



* Ecosystems 
* Washington State




* Earth in Space
* Government & Democracy              

* Electricity
* Washington State (missionaries/pioneers)             * Energy
* Native Americans of the Northwest Coast  
* Nutrition                


* Economics (Junior Achievement)
Art
* PTSA sponsored art program once every 5 weeks 
* Integrated throughout the curriculum
* Special Guests
Testing: During the month of May students will be taking the state MSP test (Measurement of Student Progress).  If possible, please do not plan any vacations, doctor appointments, etc. during the first three weeks of May.
Homework: Throughout the week, your child will bring work home that may be due the following day or on an assigned date in the future.  Each student is required to write down the assignments in their planner at the end of the day.  Although I encourage students to take responsibility for their work, it is helpful if parents check to see that all assignments have been completed and that their child stays organized.  A copy of my weekly lesson plans are posted on our classroom website.  Organization, homework habits, and good study skills are emphasized in our classroom and will lead to your child's success.  Homework consists of 20 minutes reading a night, math worksheet (in math workbook), IXL and/or XtraMath practice, any unfinished classwork, and ongoing projects (review packet, book report, or extra credit).

Missing/Late Work: Late assignments will only be given partial credit, provided work submitted is well done.  It is very important that each child sees the importance of completing all assignments on time and making up work in the event of an absence.  If there is a reason homework was unable to be completed (illness, family complications, unclear expectations, or student needs additional teacher support) email or write a note.  If I do not receive a note and the homework is not completed, it is considered late.  Incomplete homework will be finished during “Study Hall,” which is a work period during morning recess. This is not meant as a punishment, but as an opportunity to catch up and receive support if needed.  If an assignment is more than two days late, the grade will become a zero.

Grading: Please help your student focus on the learning accomplished rather than the number grade achieved.  I focus on “showing what you know” and not being afraid to ask for help.  Your child will be graded on a 4 point scale identified as the following:

4 = Outstanding Performance (Consistently far exceeding standards/expectations)
3 = Strong Performance (Meeting all standards/expectations)
2 = Work in Progress (Meeting some standards, but not all required)
1 = Not meeting 4th grade requirements (Requires an extended amount of time, assistance, and practice to meet standard)
Jupiter Grades: online access for students and parents to see grades during the year.  As a parent, you can log in to set your preferences- have a text or email sent directly to you daily or weekly etc. of your child’s progress and/or late assignments.  If you have any questions about how to access your child’s grades, please let me know.  You will receive an email with information to log in tonight.
Home/School Communication:  
*Planners are filled out by students at the end of the day to help you see what your child completed in class and has for homework.  A “√” mark means they completed it and “O” means they have homework (need to complete it by the next day of school unless otherwise noted).
*Friday Folders containing corrected work for the week need to be reviewed by parents, signed, and 
emptied (please recycle!) before returning to school every Monday.  Your child may wish to save an assignment from the Friday Folder to display proudly on the Field of Triumph.
*Curriculum Updates: sent at the beginning of each month via email or hard copy if needed
*Classroom Website: You can find weekly lesson plans to look ahead or check nightly (subject to change), spelling lists, calendars (lunch, specialist, volunteer), links for extra practice at home, class Blog, various projects I share from our class, and much more!
    Our Classroom Rules:
T: Treat others how you want to be treated

E: Effort is #1 (no excuses, give 100% all the time)
A: Allow Mrs. Roubicek to teach

M: Make Mistakes (take risks and push yourself to new heights)
Our Rockin’ Behavior Chart Rewards/Consequences
Students will record the earned number of their behavior in planners at the end of each day:

	Top of the Chart = 8
	Gem added on clip 

	Red = 7
	Rockstar recognition award

	Orange = 6
	Sign the autograph wall

	Yellow = 5
	High Five!

	Green = 4
	Everyone starts here at the beginning of the day

	Blue = 3
	Encouraged to make better choices

	Purple = 2
	Parent contact and/or consequence 

	Pink = 1
	Parent/Principal contact plus consequence


Rewards
*Muffin Points
*Bingo Class Party
*Golden Tickets
*Robo Bucks
Field of Triumph
*A place for students to put work they are proud of
*Not everyone excels on the same assignment

*Gives everyone an opportunity to shine
Class Celebrations
We will have two 4th grade parties in the afternoon this year:  

· Harvest Party, October
· Valentine's Party, February
It is my goal to help make 4th grade a highly successful year for your child.  To achieve this, I hope to build a strong partnership with you and your child.  If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact me.  Email is the best way to reach me.

Shannon Roubicek
roubiceks@svsd410.org 

425-831-8429

Class Website: http://mrsroubicek.weebly.com
Tentative Project Calendar 2012-2013
	Month
	Project
	Due Date

	September
	September Review Packet

Fantasy Book Report
Book Project: Pop-Up Scene

Extended Homework (EH): Zoo
	September 28th  

October 1st  

October 15th 
October 3rd  

	October
	October Review Packet
Biography Book Report
Book Project: 4 Choices
EH: Presidential Scavenger Hunt 
	October 26th  
October 29th 
November 12th 
October 31st    

	November
	November Review Packet
Mystery Book Report
Book Project: TBA
EH: Mapmaker
	November 30th 
December 3rd   

December 17th 
December 5th 

	December

	No Review Packet
Your Choice Book Report
Book Project: Your Choice

EH: Personal Timeline
	January 2nd 

January 16th 
January 4th  

	January


	January Review Packet

Historical Fiction Book Report
Book Project: 4 Choices
EH: Spend $1,000,000
	February 1st 
February 4th 
February 18th 
February 1st 

	February
	February Review Packet
Realistic Fiction Book Report
Book Project: Picture Book
EH: Write a Play
	March 1st 
March 4th  
March 18th 
April 3rd    

	March
	March Review Packet 
Science Fair Project
Extra Credit BR: Science Fiction
EC Project: Travel Brochure

No Extended Homework 
	March 29th 
TBA

April 1st 
April 15th 


	April
	April Review Packet
Non-Fiction Book Report
Book Project: Advertisement

EH: Design a Board Game
	April 26th 
April 29th 
May 13th 
May 1st 

	May

	No Review Packet

Poetry Book Report
EH: Grid City
	May 31st 
June 3rd  

	June
	Poem Recital
	TBA


